Mustansir resented being passed over, so
he set himself up independently at Alex-
andria as Imam Mustafa. He is revered by
the followers of Hassan bin Sabah, known
to the Crusaders as " The Old Man of the
Mountains." Imam Mustafa was defeated
and he died in prison. When Must'ali
died in 1101 A.D. his five year old son was
duly enthroned by Al-Afzal who, like his
father was an admirable administrator. In
his time, the death of Malik Shah in 1092
A.D. and after it the breaking of the Sel-
juq Empire, put an end to fear of invasion
from this side, but in 1096 A.D. the east-
ern march of the Crusaders began. By
1098 A.D. they captured Edessa and An-
tioch and in the following year Jerusalem
and consequently Palestine and Syria came
under their control.

Crusaders on en-
tering the Holy City massacred 70,000
defenceless Muslims and Jews and later
at Askalon attacked the unarmed Egyp-
tians in spite of their flag of truce and set
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